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The weekly ocean technology e'Newsletter everyone's talking about





This FREE OF CHARGE newsletter is brought to you by the organisers of the Ocean Business event www.oceanbusiness.com.   It is FREE to subscribe to and FREE to include your articles.  Simply send us your news, job postings, info on events and we will help spread the word to the Ocean Technology industry.   To add your colleagues to the Oceanbuzz circulation list simply email info@intelligentexhibitions.com or go to the new Oceanbuzz website www.oceanbuzz.org where you can download past issues as well.  
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1. OCEAN BUSINESS NEWS
1.a) ONLY 20 STANDS REMAINING FOR OCEAN BUSINESS 2009 

It is that time again to start giving you updates on the plans in place for Ocean Business 2009!  The people behind Oceanbuzz are also the organisers of the Ocean Business exhibition and training and demo programme that is held biennially at the National Oceanography Centre in Southampton.  The next event is scheduled for 31st March – 2nd April 2009.

We have doubled the amount of exhibit space since our first outing in 2007 but despite this massive increase we now only have 20 stands remaining.  We are very confident that we will be sold out within the next month!

Confirmed exhibitors are busily booking their Training and Demonstration slots with the deadline for application being 1st October 2008.  The Training and Demonstration Programme proved to be a massive draw for visitors from around the world at the last event, with 1798 places booked on various sessions over three days, all wanting to meet face to face with the equipment suppliers and service providers.

There are various facilities onsite that can be utilized to suit your demonstration needs.  Why not host a session at the NOCS test tank and demonstrate your equipment at work or use your allocated hour to inform clients about the services that you offer?  Or purchase hours on one of the vessels (you can also bring your own vessel) and take your captivated audience to sea!  Watch the crowd gather around the dock when you show off your equipment actually in the dockside waters.  Alternatively, get down to business in one of the several classrooms available – and exhibitors get one free of charge hour in a classroom too!!  At the last event, most sessions were near to bursting and there was nearly a stampede for places on the opening morning and we expect even more of a rush at this event!!

Only exhibitors at Ocean Business can host sessions, so if you are not currently exhibiting with us and are interested in participating in this unique forum, contact  versha.carter@intelligentexhibitions.com for further information. 

Any stands booked after 1st October 2008 will not be guaranteed their complimentary training session in the programme as to be honest we expect to be sold out!
2. GENERAL OCEAN NEWS

2.a) WORLD’S FIRST COMMERCIAL-SCALE TIDAL POWER SYSTEM FEEDS ELECTRICITY TO THE UK NATIONAL GRID

SeaGen, the world’s first commercial-scale tidal turbine, located in Northern Ireland’s Strangford Lough and developed by British tidal energy company, Marine Current Turbines (MCT), has reported this week that it has delivered electricity into the grid for the first time. 

The tidal current turbine has briefly generated 150kW of power onto the grid as part of its commissioning work. SeaGen’s power is being intentionally constrained to 300kW during the commissioning phase, but once fully operational, it will generate 1.2MW of power, supplying clean and green electricity to the equivalent of 1000 homes. 

Martin Wright, Managing Director of Marine Current Turbines said: “This is an important milestone for the company and indeed the development of the marine renewable energy sector as a whole. SeaGen, Marine Current Turbines, tidal power and the UK Government’s push for marine renewables all now have real momentum.”
 
SeaGen was installed in Strangford Lough in May of this year and commissioning work has been taking place since then, including the vital grid connection undertaken in partnership with Northern Ireland Electricity. 

Martin Wright added: “SeaGen is the world’s first commercial-scale tidal stream generating system by a large margin. It is more than four times as powerful as the world's second most powerful tidal current system, which is our own 300kW SeaFlow,  installed off Lynmouth on the north Devon coast more than five years ago.” 

Marine Current Turbines’ next project, announced in February 2008, is a joint initiative with npower renewables to take forward a 10.5MW project using several SeaGen devices off the coast of Anglesey, north Wales. It is hoped the tidal farm will be commissioned around 2011/2012.

The company is also investigating the potential for tidal energy schemes in other parts of the UK, and in North America. For more info visit http://www.marineturbines.com/ 
3. EVENT, TRAINING AND DEMONSTRATION NEWS
3.a) JUST A FEW DAYS REMAINING FOR HYDRO8 EARLY BIRD DELEGATE REGISTRATION

Hydro8, the international conference and exhibition of the International Federation of Hydrographic Societies, will take place in Liverpool from 4th to 6th November 2008. 
With a theme of 'New Opportunities' the Hydro8 conference will present 23 papers plus two keynote addresses in eight of its nine sessions. The remaining session will offer delegates the chance to explore some of the latest technologies and practices in more detail through a programme of workshops, demonstrations and visits. Alongside the technical aspects of the conference and exhibition, delegates will enjoy a full and varied social programme. More information on the conference and social programme can be found at www.hydro8.org.uk
If you don't want to miss the opportunity to benefit from discounted Early Bird delegate registration you need to act now. To be entitled to these special rates you must return a completed Delegate Registration Form by 1st August. The form, and full details of all the registration rates can be found on the Registration page of the Hydro8 website. Payment can be made immediately by cheque or bank transfer, or if you would prefer to use the online credit card system please indicate this on the form and you will be sent payment instructions.
Once you have registered don't forget to book hotel accommodation too using the dedicated Hydro8 booking facility. With Liverpool's status as European Capital of Culture for 2008 hotel accommodation is already filling up but Hydro8 has reserved a number of rooms at preferential rates in a range of local hotels.

Space in the accompanying exhibition is selling fast with 85% now confirmed as sold. A floorplan indicating the stands which are still available, together with the rates and a list of exhibitors, can also be found at www.hydro8.org.uk.

3.b) WORLD PORTS COME UNITED IN ITS FIGHT AGAINST GLOBAL WARMING

Over 50 ports in the world gathered in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, 9-11 July 2008 to show their commitment to fighting global warming at the C40 World Ports Climate Conference.  C40 is a world alliance of large cities dedicated to the issue of global warming.  The Conference was organised by the Port of Rotterdam and the Rotterdam Climate Initiative and under the support of the International Association of Ports and Harbors (IAPH).

IAPH provided its full support to the organisation of this conference by encouraging its members to take part in it, in accordance with its "Resolution on a world wide approach to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in ports" (http://www.iaphworldports.org/newsletter/DunkirkResolutionWorldPortClimate.pdf) adopted at its Mid-term Board Meeting, Dunkirk, France, 16 April 2008.

At the opening session, IMO Secretary General Efthimos Mitropoulos made a keynote address following the Conference Chairman Ruud Lubbers, former Prime Minister of the Netherlands. The Conference discussed a range of ways to improve air quality and reduce green house gas emissions in ports, covering those for ocean-going shipping, terminal operations, logistics chain, as well as new technology of biomass and carbon capture and storage.

At the closing session taking place on 11 July, the Conference adopted the World Ports Climate Declaration (http://wpccrotterdam.com/usr-data/general/Declaration.pdf), in which the attending ports proactively committed themselves to reduce CO2 emissions and improve port air quality by developing and implementing their integrated programs.

IAPH will continue to support the cause of this conference and take a leading role in promoting the agreed actions. In November 2008 a follow-up meeting will take place in the port city of Los Angeles to work out the details of action programs.
For any inquiries or information, please contact us at info@iaphworldports.org or call Tel: +81 3 5403 2770.
3.c) SUB-BOTTOM & MAGNETOMETER COURSE
The 3-day course is organised by International Industries Inc. and Black Laser Learning Inc., taking place in Annapolis, MD, USA on 17th – 19th November 2008.  The course will cover the basics of subbottom profilers & mangnetometers, various differences of major systems, data acquisition and reduction, software adjuncts and final report formats and inputs.
The course will be taught by Vincent Capone, President and Founder of Black Laser Learning, Inc.  Mr Capone’s career is characterized by over 20 years of worldwide hydrographic and underwater search & survey operations. Vince is a noted instructor for the US Navy and other agencies. He is also the author of the well-received DVD Training Series “Not in The Manual Guide®” on underwater equipment. He has located numerous shipwrecks and other types of submerged targets as well as conducted hundreds of side scan sonar, multibeam and single beam hydrographic surveys throughout his career.  A review of the Chesapeake Technology Software for Acquisition and Post Processing (SonarWiz Map) will be given by Mr. John Gann, Vice President, Chesapeake Technology as well as representatives from equipment manufacturers.
The cost to attend is $350.00, for further information or to reserve your place please contact International Industries at +1 410 349 4080 or email, sales@internationalindustries.net. 

4. JOB POSTINGS

4.a) Sea-Bird Electronics, USA – Requires Sales/Applications Engineer

Sea-Bird Electronics is a manufacturer of CTD instrumentation. Business is growing and they have a position open for a Sales/Applications Engineer in their Seattle-area corporate office.  They serve oceanographic researchers world-wide applying their expertise in salinity and oxygen measurements to developing instruments (CTDs) for tomorrow’s research and ocean monitoring needs. Their technical sales approach is consultative and collaborative.

Applicants must be able to promote dialog with scientists, engineers and technicians to discuss measurement objectives and the operational conditions likely to affect them, recommend instruments that will produce the best quality data, and clearly communicate technical information. They should also have sensitivity and flexibility to work with international end users, the company's sales reps, system integrators, and resellers. 
Initial responsibilities include responding to customer and rep inquiries for information, applications assistance and price quotations, entering sales orders, and building strong relationships with customers. Applicants will be expected to develop expert knowledge of our products, the principles behind the determination of salinity and measurements of temperature, conductivity pressure and oxygen, and the company sales and service policies and procedures. A modest amount of domestic and foreign travel is expected. 
Applicants must be U.S. citizens and should have a degree in a physical science or engineering, personal computer skills, and must be self-motivated and very skilled in written and oral English communications. Experience selling a technical product internationally is desired. Excellent salary and profit sharing/benefits package available to qualified candidates. Non-smoking facilities. Send a cover letter and resume by e-mail to jobs@seabird.com.  NO PHONE CALLS.
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